. (OXCHET
7 ‘ _Approved For Release 2003/02/27 : CIA- RDP79801709A00190006003 2

) ‘, !_ Lo ;WL&\ vvm% WWMX

- .

P0P SECRET ) : ' e

Dyplovmcnt and Use of OX CART (A12)

Admirel Rabornt!s paper makes a good case in general terms for the
ed for bether phobographic coverage of South China and Noxth Vietnamese
:”euS wnlch have an actual or potential bearing on the conduct of hos-
Ll ities in Southeast Asia. It lacks specific information of the nature
c«.ﬂd lmportance of the photogfaphy and gives no clear indication of the

FESNNess Of ChE available coverages The recommendation would be strengthe
czéﬁ”ﬁi*EEZ“‘aaiu oh OF such. information and also by an estimte of the
additional coverage which would be expected if OXCART were used.  One has
the feelinz that, because of bad weather, the immediate gain of deploying
and using OZCART may be quite small and, thus s may not justify incurring
thoe disadvantages at this time. '

The Defense position as expressed to me by Mre Vance is tvhat the
oresent coverage of North Vietnamese targets is reasonably adequate and

:ul‘&'u the deficiencies in Chinese coverage could probably be met_by a more

cozregssive use of presently available reconnaissance resoucrces,
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25X1 | As these differences of view betwsen Defense and
‘ 'L’_v Intelligence Community are based largely on ascertainable facts, I
T .;.. sest asking Mr. Vance and Admiral Raborn to try to reconcile their
positions as far as possible before seeking your decision.

i The basic question, then, is whether OXCART is needed now for use in
relation to the war situation in South Viet-Nam and I would suggest with-
nolding judgment wnbdil the following questions are answered more clearly -
than they are now. :

a. How adequate is the presen’c photo coverage of North Vietnamese
‘and South’ Chinese targets? . (

b, To what ex'ben'b would deficiencies be met by stepped-up use of
prasent reconna:.ssance means? By bthe immediate deployment and use of
OXCART?
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thare is another argunent

Romardiess of the answer Yo these guesilons,
1 loymens and use of CXCART based on the long term neads iow
aphy of China. If we are ever golng to violabe Chinesa
manned aireralt foo thds "'urzao:;u s now would seem a very
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We have the war siZwmation in Viet-lam and Chlcom
'w W,..\,O'— & 86a s %o Justify overilighd e oz‘,na,msshncﬁ in the irbersst
o datecting a reata‘ilirsg preparvations o expand the ware. I wa feel
washie o use BT wnder these cﬁ::cuas’cmncuu; it is “:md to imagine i
uze ob alil fox ceve;:': , manned pensbtrations of denied alrspace--its sole
CJuebification for existenco.

X'.T:."'h razard Lo the consequences of use, a.\.l pa.cu..,a“ are agreed that
& Lhat E-Za'xxm, ard Pelting will be aware of these overiligh
i an om
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2 ight
¥ the U.8. and intercational publiec will learn abou
rasuls of a downed plane, of public denunciation b

2k o whe pross. The reaction of the Red Chinese
: % might be violent In words, alter accem
2 1% is hard to De] ave that a manned ady

ho dmprudent achbion. Because 1 the sondice boom G,C %
difficuls bo congeal these overflights fram the Chinsse
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vlthough some cover is provided by the um‘.u:;. of supersonic Chinese
fae Thug, Pelking might be inclined to denounce our ovayflights priow
Lo ecapturing a plans and appeal o world oplnion bte cause us 4o desist.
Intersatlonad pin:i.on and segments o;‘i;" UeS. opinion would condemn our aculon
D
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az provocative bub probably a majority of our clbizens at home would taks 7
viha coposite view that it 1s wrong undar pmsem gircumstances to wibthiiold
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whe wse of & means of reconnalssance capsble of glving warning of a surpriss
c.Luuo.ACa\ [0F4) QU le’CS“ﬂ

papers vefors you on this is:sv% T have not found & discossion
- of X cur govermaent sho “uiid, hake after the disclosuve oﬁ‘ GXCART
swarfiighte. Vo oughd ".LDu be caught uwprepared as we were at the tlme ol
S, ¥ 3 T T .

ven Un® ghoobe-down over the USSR. This time we will noed te b!‘l{ﬂv CONDOEN0G
¥now our positien and stand on I% in spit-e ai‘ onheries. Just how thed

nogition should bs expressed necds a deleum nation before fipal achion d
-"J o, n,

%q

As T see 1%, you have thres slternatives at this time.

a. Apoprove Admiral Rabornts recommendation o nm‘lmy and use
CLCLET at once ovar Nowbh ViaebeNam, . gra du@l%r moving o uc} th Ohinese
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approve the deploymens £ OXCART and, accepumﬂ e
: 1,
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Yelihooo of 6 over China, push the cz.cva“.mp sent and use of othed
Akedin pa 2L "

means (U-2, Grones, satellites).

recommendation d.o,c' planning pur-

se% for about Septamber 1.@ Thilize
2 case for and ageinst this pro
dnden have been menbionad above.
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